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Function Testing

Tag line
• “Black box unit testing.”

Fundamental question or goal
• Test each function thoroughly, one at a time.

Paradigmatic case(s)
• Spreadsheet, test each item in isolation.
• Database, test each report in isolation

Strengths
• Thorough analysis of each item tested

Blind spots
• Misses interactions, misses exploration of the benefits 

offered by the program.
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Some Function Testing Tasks
Identify the program’s features / commands
• From specifications or the draft user manual
• From walking through the user interface
• From trying commands at the command line
• From searching the program or resource files for 

command names
Identify variables used by the functions and test their 
boundaries.
Identify environmental variables that may constrain 
the function under test.
Use each function in a mainstream way (positive 
testing) and push it in as many ways as possible, as 
hard as possible.
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